
BACK OFF.
Illegal
USAGE.

USE OF THE WORK 
IS pERSONAL.

hAVE yOU bEEN gRANTED 
WRITTEN pERMISSION

BY THE ORIGINAL CREATOR?

uSE FOR
INSTRUCTIONAL 

PURPOSES
ONLY?

dO YOU HAVE THE
WORK’S ORIGINAL RESOURCE
AVAILABLE IF QUESTIONED?

iS A STUDENT
USING THE WORK?

iS THE STUDENT USING
IT AS INSPIRATION AND
NOT AS THE SUBJECT?

yES

yES

nO nO

no

nO

yES

yES
no

iS THE STUDENT RECREATING
THE WORK FOUND ONLINE

USING A TECHNIQUE
IN CLASS?

yES

iS THE sTUDENT USING
THE WORK AS A PORTION

WITHIN THEIR
OWN ORIGINAL ARTWORK?

iS WORK BEING USED IN A CONTEST OF ANY FORM?

dOUBLE CHECK
AND HAVE 
PAPERWORK

CITING FULL 
WRITTEN

PERMISSION 
FROM ORIGINAL
CREATOR READY.

stop: pERSONAL uSE IS NOT
COVERED BY 

eDUCATIONAL fAIR uSE.

yES

iT IS HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED TO 

OBTAIN ALL 
ORIGINAL RESOURCES

WHEN USING 
OUTSIDE WORK.

eDUCATIONAL fAIR uSE : start

tECHNICALLY,
THIS IS recreating
THE ORIGINAL WORK.

nO

yES no

iS THE STUDENT SIMPLY
USING IT FOR A
PRESENTATION?

yES nO

uNFORTUNATELY,
YOUR USE OF 
OUTSIDE WORK

IS NOT A COMMON
ONE. pROCEED WITH

cAUTION AND
GOOD JUDGEMENT.

a fLOW cHART
FOR tEACHERS

yES

yES no

nO

You
Are

Safe! Created by: Lisa M. Jorgensen
Twitter: @artclasswithlmj

artclasswithlmj.wordpress.com
jorgensen.m.lisa@gmail.com

 

3 Rules of “Thumb”
1

If you did not personally create what you 
are working with, go ahead and assume 

that it’s copyrighted.

2
If your use of the work will result in profit, 

distribution, or personal gain – you should 
always get permission to use it first.

3
If the work is not being recreated or used 

outside a school Class, you are typically safe 
but it is always Best to have the original 

resource cited and available.


