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Welcome to English III and Read 180! 

This class will meet during 2nd Period every day. Students who successfully complete this class will receive credit for English III Modified. 

Course Description: 
This class will be using the Scholastic Read 180 reading program. Read 180 is an exciting multimedia reading program which uses video, music, and interesting readings to help students improve their reading, verbal, and written communication skills. In class, students will be using the Read 180 computer program, independently reading books of their choice, and working out of a Read 180 workbook, called an rBook. Students will rotate among these three activities in class every day. In addition, we will be reading several novels in class and writing frequently. 
Class Goals: My primary goals for this class are:

· To improve the reading and writing skills of all students.

· To expand each students’ vocabulary.

· To expose students to a variety of readings.

· To teach students to think and read critically.

· To help students develop and support opinions on what they have read.

· To improve students’ skills in verbal and written expression. 

Class Readings: The following books/poems are just an example of the different types of literature that will be taught in class:

· Read 180 Scholastic rBook: Read, Write, React: We will read articles from this book in class. Students will write in this book to build comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills. 
· The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton
· Lord of the Fies by William Golding
        Oranges, a poem by Gary Soto 
        Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare 
Reading Requirement: The school reading requirement for freshmen is 200 pages per six weeks. Students may complete this objective in a variety of ways. Students may select the books they read for this requirement and WILL have time in class to read. Students will also complete reading logs, vocabulary, and produce quick writes for the books they choose to read. 
Class Expectations and Rules:

	Safe
	Respectful
	Responsible

	· School appropriate use of technology(cell phones, laptops & social media)
· Use the appropriate volume and tone

· Respect other people and their property

· Keep your hands and feet to yourself

· Value yourself and others


	· School appropriate language only

· Respect the authority of the Teacher as the Leader of the classroom

· Follow teacher’s rules and procedures with fidelity

· Support and encourage your peers with their learning

· Leave any place better than you find it


	· Arrive to class on time, ready to learn

· Come to class prepared with materials/supplies

· Students will wait to be dismissed by the teacher

· Actively participate and give your best effort

· Be accountable




Consequences:

1. Warning

2. Written Warning
3. 1st Call home – Quickly touch base (positives & negatives)
4. Call home/Parent tele-conference

5. Detention – AM Tutorial times – T/TH 8:00 – 8:30 a.m.
6. Discipline Referral
Consequences may be given in any order. Some egregious behaviors will not be given warnings.

Homework: Homework will rarely be assigned.  It is recommended that the parent/guardian read to their child every night that it is possible, in their native language.  It is also recommended that each student find a magazine, articles online, etc. to read during independent reading at school and at home.
Materials: While at BHS, all students are provided the following items:

· Paper

· Pencil/Pen

· Binder

· rBook

· Computer

Attendance: It is extremely important that students are in class every day. If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to get any work they missed while they were absent. This can be done before or after school or after their work for that day is completed, should time permit.  A list of assignments by unit can be found on the ‘Staff Pages’ on the BHS website.  Work for the current week may be found at the “Make-up Station within the classroom.  It is the student’s responsibility to get any make-up work or information from the Make-Up Station or directly from Coach Cox before or after school. Students will have the same amount of days they missed plus one additional day in order to turn in late work without being PAST DUE. 

Tardies: Progressive Consequences for Tardy Sweeps
· 1st-3rd Instance - WARNING

· 4th-5th Instance- 1 lunch detention (failure to attend will be reassigned for next day)

· 6th-7th Instance- After School Detention (failure to attend Saturday School)

· 8th-9th Instance- Saturday School

· 10th and above- ISS 

· 11th and above- Parent conference with consequences repeating. 

Tardies start on Monday, August 23rd
Tardies will reset every 6 weeks
Students will enter tardies using Tardy Kiosk throughout campus
‘Past Due’ Late Work: This late work MAY be accepted if a student has shown significant effort and concern about their grade. Late work will only be given HALF-CREDIT, which will significantly lower a student’s grade. It is important that students turn in work on time and keep up with the work in the class.
Extra Credit: Extra Credit will be given throughout the semester at various times. Students are encouraged to take advantage of extra credit when it is offered and not wait until they feel they need it. In addition, extra credit is not meant to replace other assignments.
Grading: Grades are given in two categories: Daily (60%) and Major - tests/projects/benchmarks (40%).  A minimum of seven daily grades and three major grades will be taken during each grading period.
The grading policy will be as follows:

· A= 100%- 90%

· B= 89%- 80%

· C= 79%- 70%

· D= 69%- 60%

· F= 59% and below

Parent Contact: Please feel free to contact me at any time during the school year to discuss your child’s progress or any questions you may have. You may reach me by email at mcox1@bisdtx.org or by phone at 512.772-7200 ext. 28285.  I look forward to an exciting and productive year!

Please sign and return:

I have read and understand the expectations of this course. I understand that I can contact Coach Cox at any time if I have any questions about the syllabus or the course. 

______________________________


___________________________

Student Name






Student Signature

______________________________


___________________________

Parent/Guardian Name




Parent/Guardian Signature

